Sat. Dec. 10, 2005. | Updated at 08:34 AM

Mostly Cloudy H 2 / L -4 4 Day Forecast

Home GTA Business Waymoresports A&E Life

Blogs Classifieds New In Homes Photos Podcasts Shopping toronto.com Travel Wheels Workopolis

More Search Options Name

Members

Register | Login Membership Centre A&E Movies Movie Reviews Dining Out What’s On Shaw/Stratford Books Star Columnists

> Advertisement <

Most Emailed Today’s Paper RSS Feeds News Alerts

Special Reports

Election 2006 Holiday Guide Situation Critical Gomery Inquiry Abuse of Trust Avian flu [More Specials] Email Newsletters My Scoreboard My Stock List My Subscription

Features

Contests/Events Crosswords Ellie Horoscopes Lottery Results Traffic Cams TV Listings

All Ages

Brandnewplanet I.D. Starship

Initiatives

Classroom Connection

Previous Story Print Story E-mail Story

Science Centre works shown the door

TABASSUM SIDDIQUI ENTERTAINMENT REPORTER

> Advertisement <

Subscribe

Search the Web

Form will meet function at the Ontario Science Centre’s new "Grand Central" entryway.

The centre announced yesterday that installations by Toronto artists Steve Mann and David Rokeby are among three pieces selected for display in its new entrance space. A small-scale work by Pennsylvania artist Stacy Levy was also chosen in a juried international competition that attracted 230 entries from six countries.

Part of the Science Centre’s ongoing Agents of Change initiative that aims to revitalize the site for the 21st century, Grand Central will act as a point of arrival and departure for visitors, drawing on a theme of earth, air, fire and water.

Those natural elements play into the three art installations. Both Mann and Levy’s works have a water theme and will be positioned in an outdoor pavilion next to the centre’s Great Hall.

Mann, a U of T professor known as the "human cyborg" for his work with wearable computers, has designed FUNtain, an interactive fountain that uses a water pump and hollow pipes to generate music when visitors press their hands over the opening of each pipe.

"As far as I know, it’s the world’s first and only water-based instrument," Mann explained yesterday while inspecting the site where his fountain will be installed. "There isn’t a lot of inventiveness in art (these days) but art is about invention. Art, science and technology inform and influence each other."

Nearby, Levy was laying out samples of the black granite and polished stones that will make up her installation,Lotic Meander, a pathway crafted to represent a river with carved ebbs and flows.

"It was a good match for me because I do a lot of work that’s about picturing science in a visual way. I think it’s just great that this science centre is sophisticated enough not to draw a line between art and science," she said.

Rokeby’sCloud, a kinetic installation that will be suspended from the ceiling, represents change in the earth around us. The installation will incorporate sculptural elements activated by precision motors to produce complex patterns throughout the Grand Central hall.

Rokeby, an award-winning sound and video installation artist based in Toronto, has been creating installations since 1982, focusing on interactive pieces that engage the human body, or that involve artificial perception systems.

All three works are expected to be installed by the time the Grand Central area opens in mid-2006.

Get great home delivery subscription deals here!

Previous Story Print Story E-mail Story

FAQs Site Map Privacy Policy Webmaster Subscribe My Subscription RSS Feeds

Home GTA Business Waymoresports A&E Life

Legal Notice: Copyright Toronto Star Newspapers Limited. All rights reserved. Distribution, transmission or republication of any material fromwww.thestar.com is strictly prohibited without the prior written permission of Toronto Star Newspapers Limited. For information please contact us using ourwebmaster form. www.thestar.com online since 1996.

Ads by Google

Advertise on this site

Wall Fountains - In Stock We Ship to Canada Fast Same Day Ship.

www.kineticfountains.com

Freelance Opportunities Freelance, Lifestyle, Stock Fine Art, Digital, Celebrities

www.portfolios.com

Individual Artist Sites Find original artwork on artspan One of a kind contemporary art

www.artspan.com

Shimadzu Dataglass2/A USB powered monocular SVGA HMD Specifications and online order

www.spi-inc.com/dataglass/