massachusetts institute of technology

news

recent research campus by topic events archives

services

request images subscribe submit news promote news media inquiries

about us

news office info MIT background contact

CAMIT Profile: ‘Shooting Back’

September 18, 1996

name for himself in both the fashion and technological worlds by sporting wearable video cameras and computers and broadcasting the images he sees on the World Wide Web.

on a five-month project titled "Shooting Back," in which he and a team of fellow "cyborgs" transmitted real-life images which were displayed and updated regularly on Mr. Mann’s Web pages. It was his concern about society’s increasing use of surveillance cameras that led Mr. Mann to turn the tables-and his cameras-on the world.

much as of surveillance," Mr. Mann said. "Unlike surveillance, I’m turned inside out, revealing all. Because the material is available on the World Wide Web, as opposed to surveillance cameras whose output is hidden away, the process is open to public debate and peer review."

Mr. Mann incorporated an artistic element into the project. As social commentator and performance artist, he said his underlying art form includes more than just the photographic images. "The real artistic motivation is more at a conceptual level," he said. "By becoming ‘surveillance’ we in some sense defeat it-by all becoming ‘panoptical’ we defeat panopticon."

contributed funding for "Shooting Back" through its Grants Program. "I was pleasantly surprised at the committee’s depth in the arts," Mr. Mann, said, noting in particular its ability to "see beyond the ‘gee whiz’ aspect of the technology." .

Grants program, which provides financial support for arts projects in all disciplines. Friday, Sept. 20 is the first deadline for 1996-97 proposals. Applications are evaluated on the quality and innovation of the project with a particular emphasis on the potential for participation by MIT students. Grant awards may range from a few hundred to several thousand dollars.

committed to the advocacy and support of cultural programs for the Institute community, has awarded over $1 million through its Grants Program since 1974 to more than 1,000 arts projects.

are also available on the Web at . For more information, call x3-4005 or e-mail.

A version of this article appeared inMIT Tech Talk on September 18, 1996.

Print version

RSS feeds

More:Media Lab / media arts and sciences

More:Students

MIT home news office 77 massachusetts avenue 617-253-2700 room 11-400 cambridge, ma 02139-4307 newsoffice@mit.edu

news office^{Go}_{advanced search}